

THE WASHINGTON POST Sofuriixy, December *, 1976 


ack Anderson and Les Whitten 


U.S. Aided Shah Against Pap 


Classified State Department -cables 
reveal that former CIA Director Ri- 
chard Helms, who recently resigned as 
ambassador to Iran, tried to help the 
Iranians halt the publication of an an- 
ti-goverament newspaper. 

We reported earlier that Helms had 
cabled Washington about closing 
down the “Iran Free Press,” an often 
outrageous anti-shah newspaper pub- 
lished in the United States. 

- The helpful Helms was told by State 
Department officials that the “matter 
had been carefully studied, but law- 
yers had concluded that under U.S. 
laws there was regrettably no basis for 
such action.” * V:"'; r 

Helms also asked for information on 
Nasser Afshar, publisher of the news- 
paper, who is an American citizen. . 

Now, additional cables in pur posses- 
sion indicate that Helms at times 
turned the U.S. embassy into a branch 
office of the Iranian government 
In a confidential telegram dated 
May 12, 1973, Helms told the State Der 
partment that an official of the Ira- 
nian Ministry of Foreign Affairs had 
demanded to know how Afshar ac- 
quired American citizenship. 

The Iranian also petulantly asked 
why the U.S. government would “per- 
mit a U.S. citizen (to) undertake politi- 
cal activities against a friendly country 
like Iran . . .?” 

The State Department obligingly re- 
sponded that “Afshar immigrated to 
the U.S. in January, 1946, and was nat- 
uralized as a U.S. citizen on Aug. 28, 
1952.” Afshar, confided the State De- 
partment officials, had been issued a 


to the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Af- land’s beautiful tropical surroundings; 
fairs for another lecture about Afshar. And most of Port Pacific’s high-paying; 

His aide, said Heims, told the Irani- Jobs would go to imported foreign^ 
ans that “we have been exploring with workers. Vaas 

Washington for some time whether ac- Worse yet, Japanese industrial intefel 
tion could be taken against Iran Free ests allied with Panero are conducting 
Press, but without success So far.” their own “feasibility study” to gndr- 

On May 30, the State Department au* antee themselves exclusive develop- 
thorized Helms to tell the Iranians that ment rights. Much of the study will be?, 
“the Department agrees that the bran kept under wraps for the 1 next' five 
Free Press is a scurrilous publication years. . ' >-ostS 

filled with libelous, irresponsible and The Interior Department, neverthe-^ 
inaccurate statements." - . less, has given its enthusiastic blessing; 

“However,” warned State Depart- to the project. Fred Zeder, Interior’s 
ment bureaucrats, “there are no legal territorial development chief, told ufe 
steps the U.S. Government can take he sees nothing unusual or secret 
against this paper unless and until it about the deal. ; . 

violates federal law.” The Environmental Defense Fund,: 

But, the Washington officials added, though, may challenge the proposal in 
“we are looking into Afshar’s back- court sag 

ground through the appropriate chan- Disabled Lobby-A secret study bjr 
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